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Happy New Year!

     This issue of our newsletter has been restructured in an effort to give Veterans more
information on VA benefits and programs. Each issue will now feature something on VA
healthcare and on a benefit or program, as well as office, community and local updates.
We hope you find it informative, colorful and helpful.
     Our office celebrated milestones in 2025; and I want to share those with you. Kathy
DeBerry, our Senior Veterans’ Affairs Benefits Counselor, retired in April after 12.5
exemplary years serving Veterans and their families. She made a huge impact in this
office, and to us, her work family. Although we do miss her, she is enjoying retirement
and caring for her first grandchild. We wish her well. 
     Brittany Gunter was promoted to the Senior Benefits Counselor position after the
retirement of Kathy DeBerry. Congratulations to Brittany! We are proud of her! Veterans’
Affairs Benefits Counselor, Lee Harley, moved on to the County Animal Control Office in
September. He serves as an Animal Control Officer. He seems to enjoy it. 
These team departures brought us two new teammates, Jolene Bailey and Michelle
Schrock. They have hit the ground running. Jolene is an Army Veteran. Michelle has
family members who are Veterans. Please stop by and welcome them if you have the
time.
     Our Nation celebrates its 250th birthday this year as a free and democratic republic
and hundreds of events are scheduled nationally and locally. I hope you can attend at
least one celebration to show your support for the freest country in the world.
     Lastly, I began my 15th year as your County Veterans’ Service Officer. I am truly
honored and humbled to serve in this capacity. I really enjoy the work we get to do every
day. There is no greater joy than to call a Veteran or a survivor to tell them their VA
benefits have been awarded. We see and hear the struggles of the people we serve. At
times, they want to give up on their claim for benefits due to the long wait for an answer
or the volume of documents needed to substantiate a claim. However, we always
encourage them to ride it out and wait to see what the VA says in their decision. We
thoroughly love this work and believe in the VA process and the VA system.
 
Enjoying the journey,

FROM THE DIRECTOR
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Ed



Email Us
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Ed Lundeen
elundeen@lexingtoncounty.sc.gov 

Director

Jennifer Parler
jparler@lexingtoncounty.sc.gov 

Veterans Affairs Supervisor

Brittany Gunter
brgunter@lexingtoncounty.sc.gov

Senior Benefits Counselor

Jolene Bailey
jbailey@lexingtoncounty.sc.gov

Benefits Counselor

Michelle Schrock
mschrock@lexingtoncounty.sc.gov

Benefits Counselor

Annastasia Blake
ablake@lexingtoncounty.sc.gov

Administrative Assistant 
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IMPORTANT INFO
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We will be closed:
February 16th

for 
Presidents’ Day

Ed Lundeen will be at the libraries
below:

Gaston library 1  Thursday of each
month between 10am – 12pm

st

Chapin library 1  Friday of each
month between 10am – 12pm

st

Batesburg library 2  Friday of
each month between 10am – 12pm

nd

Daylight Savings 
Time

March 8, 2026

Stay up to date with weather issues
www.scemd.org



https://scdva.sc.gov/ 

https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/home

https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/homepage 

https://benefits.va.gov/columbia/ 

https://www.fisherhousecolumbiasc.org/

·VA Regional Office 1-800-827-1000

·Dorn VA Medical Center 803-776-4000

·VA Home Loans 1-877-827-3702

·VA Education Hotline 1-888-442-4551

·Ft. Jackson National Cemetery 1-866-577-5248

·Healthcare Eligibility 1-877-222-8387

·Tricare (Southeast Region) 1-800-444-5445

·DFAS 1-800-321-1080

·Veterans Crisis Line 24/7
1-800-273-8255, press 1 or 
Call/Text 988
Chat: 988lifeline.org

·Vet Center counseling 803-765-9944

·Women Veterans Hotline 1-855-829-6636

·Homeless Veteran call center 1-877-424-3838

·VA pharmacy refills 1-800-293-8262

·VA claims self-help line 1-800-827-1000

·Mission Lexington 803 785-6930

·CHAMPVA 1-800-733-8387

HELPFUL LINKSHELPFUL LINKS
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Veterans are needed to lead the Pledge of Allegiance at 
Lexington County Council meetings on the 2nd and 4th

Tuesdays of the month. 

County Council Meetings are held in the 
Council chambers located on the second floor of the

County Administration Building 
212 South Lake Drive

The meeting starts at 4:30. 
We will meet you inside the chamber at 4:15.

Please contact our office at 803-785-8400 or email
ablake@lexingtoncounty.sc.gov  if you are interested!
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  Thank you to everyone who 
  volunteered to say the Pledge!
William Taylor
Steven Turner
Ed Lundeen
Lexington Veterans’ Group
Lewis Hiltz
Robert Crawford
Ted Koon



LET’S PLAY BINGO!

Chapin American Legion Post 193 hosts BINGO on the 1st
Thursday of each month at the Chapin Town Hall, 157
Columbia Ave, Chapin, SC 29036. Admission is $3.00, and
Game packets (13 games) are just $20.00. 

Doors open at 5:30 pm and games begin promptly at 7:00 pm. 
Concessions are available on-site so please no outside food 
or beverages.

 Ages 6 and up can play! All proceeds benefit Chapin
American Legion Post 193 New Building Fund.

Monday Morning Veterans ONLY Breakfast
Every Monday morning unless otherwise posted on our website

https://www.americanlegionpost193.com 
Coffee is on at 7:30 am with breakfast served from 8:30am-9:15am. 

The cost is $6.00 per person. (Eggs including made to order, hash browns, grits, various
types of meat, fruit, a yogurt bar, and home-baked goods, juice, and coffee.)

Chapin American Legion Post 193
102 Lexington Ave, Chapin, SC 29036

This Veteran ONLY event is to foster fellowship and conversation.

CHAPIN AMERICAN LEGION POST
193

CHAPIN AMERICAN LEGION POST
193
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Chapin American Legion Post 193 is actively recruiting new members! 
We are a dynamic Post! One of the fastest growing Posts in the State of SC 

For more information; please contact our Post Adjutant, Steven Goulet:
 (803) 553-2806 or adjutant@americanlegionpost193.org

https://www.americanlegionpost193.com/
mailto:adjutant@americanlegionpost193.org


LEXINGTON COUNTY
VETERANS GROUP

All Lexington County
Veterans are cordially
invited to attend the

weekly meetings.

Please reach out to
members below for more
information about joining!

The group meets on
Tuesdays from 
10am-12pm at: 

American Legion Post 7
211 American Legion Dr
(off Harmon St.)
Lexington, SC 29072
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E.C. Murray 803-606-9571
Rich (Richard) Little 803-422-1113



The Meitorious Service Medal (MSM)

The Meritorious Service Medal (MSM)
ribbon was established in 1969. It is
purplish-red with thin white stripes along
each edge, representing outstanding
noncombat service. The colors are similar
to the Legion of Merit but are used for
roles with less responsibility. The MSM
recognizes significant peacetime
contributions and, since 2004, meritorious
achievement in combat zones. Multiple
awards are shown with oak leaf clusters or
gold stars.

History & Background
The medal was created by President
Lyndon B. Johnson through Executive
Order 11448 on January 16, 1969. It serves
as a counterpart to the Bronze Star, but
for noncombat meritorious service.
The MSM recognizes members of the U.S.
Armed Forces for outstanding
achievement or meritorious service to the
country. It is similar to the Legion of Merit
but is given for roles with less
responsibility.

At first, the MSM was awarded only during
peacetime. After 2004, it began to be given
instead of the Bronze Star for meritorious
service in certain combat areas.

Ribbon & Medal Design
The ribbon is purplish-red with a 1/4-inch
white stripe set 1/8-inch from each edge.
These colors are similar to those of the
Legion of Merit.
The medal is a bronze medallion featuring
an eagle on laurel branches, symbolizing
achievement and the nation. Rays come out
from a central star.
Devices for Multiple Awards
Army/Air Force: Oak Leaf Clusters.
Navy/Marine Corps/Coast Guard: Gold
Stars.
Coast Guard: Operational Distinguishing “O”
Device. 
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Food Pantry

Monday-Friday
10:00a-3:00p

Social Services

Monday-Thursday
9:00a-1:00p
walk-in only

Have any questions?
Please don’t hesitate

to call at 803-785-
6900

 
Have something to
share? Email us at

info@missionlexington
sc.org

mailto:info@missionlexingtonsc.org
mailto:info@missionlexingtonsc.org
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Thrift Store

Monday-Saturday
9:00a-3:00p

Donation Center

Tuesday-Saturday
9:00a-3:00p

Mission Store



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT-VA SUPPORTIVE

HOUSING (HUD-VASH) PROGRAM
HOMELESS VETERAN CARE

If you’re homeless or at risk of becoming homeless, we can help. We offer many programs and

services, including free health care. And we can help you connect with resources in your

community.

HUD-VASH is a collaborative program that pairs HUD’s Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) rental

assistance with VA case management and supportive services. These services are designed to

help homeless Veterans and their families obtain permanent housing and access the health

care, mental health treatment, and other supports necessary to help them improve their quality

of life and maintain housing over time.

Why Make the Call to 1-877-4AID VET (877-424-3838)
It's free and confidential

You'll get access to trained VA counselors

It's available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

You'll get information about VA homeless programs, health care and other services in your

area

Homeless Veteran Care Program - Columbia

803-776-4000, ext. 55190 

BLDG. 106

2nd Floor, Rm. A243

803-776-4000 Main Phone

Visit our office, with or without an appointment

                      HCHV Program, Columbia                                    HCHV Program, Upstate

                      803-776-4000, ext. 57887                                     864-299-1600, ext. 22755 

  

Service Hours

Mon: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Tue: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Wed: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Thu: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Fri: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sat & Sun: Closed Page 14

tel:+18037764000,55190
tel:+18037764000
tel:+18037764000,57887
tel:+18642991600,22755


Page 15



Page 16



Page 17



Page 18



Page 19

What They do:
Vet Centers are community-based counseling centers that provide a wide range of social
and psychological services, including professional counseling to eligible Veterans, service

members, including National Guard and Reserve components, and their families. Counseling
is offered to make a successful transition from military to civilian life or after a traumatic

event experienced in the military to include military sexual trauma (MST). Individual, group,
marriage and family counseling is offered in addition to referral and connection to other VA

or community benefits and services. Vet Center counselors and outreach staff, many of
whom are Veterans themselves, are experienced and prepared to discuss the tragedies of

war, loss, grief and transition after trauma.

Vet Centers
Life isn't always easy after a deployment. That's where we can help. We offer confidential

support for Veterans, service members, and their families at no cost in a relaxed, non-
medical setting. Our services include counseling for needs such as depression, post

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and the psychological effects of military sexual trauma
(MST). We can also connect you with more support in VA and your community. All services

are strictly confidential.
 

 Vet Center Call Center
1-877-927-8387 is a free, around the clock confidential call center where Veterans, service

members and their families can talk about their military experience or any other issue they
are facing in transitioning after military service or trauma and get connected to their nearest
Vet Center. Our call center team is comprised of combat Veterans from several eras as well

as family members of Veterans.

For more information:
https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/ 

https://www.vetcenter.va.gov/
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THE SOUTHERN SHUCKDOWN OYSTER ROAST 2026

MARCH 27, 2026 | 6:00 PM TO 10:00 PM | SENATE’S END

BENEFITING THE BIG RED BARN RETREAT’S PROGRAMS AND

SERVICES

316 Senate St
Columbia, SC

29201

Join us for a night of unlimited oysters,
Southern fare, live music, and a silent auction,
all in a brand-new location at Senate’s End.
Celebrate the best of Southern Hospitality with
great food, great tunes, and a great cause!

Entry tickets include:
Access to the Southern Shuckdown
Oyster Roast.
Unlimited Oysters & Southern Fare.
Two Drink Tickets.
Participation in the Silent Auction.
Live Music.

Friday, March 27, 2025 
6:00 pm–10:00 pm 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! $75 EACH 

Page 24

All proceeds from this event
directly fund the Big Red Barn

Retreat’s programs and services.
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BLOOD DRIVE
When:

Wed. Feb 4, 2026
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Where:
Wm. Jennings Bryan Dorn VA Medical

Center
Building 5 Auditorium

6439 Garners Ferry Road
Columbia, SC

Cost: Free

To schedule an appointment
please visit www.redcrossblood.org
and enter sponsor code SCVeterans

Give blood and receive a $20 gift card
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Participants will rotate through 10
interactive stations including:
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It’s time for LEXPO! Join us on Thursday, Feb. 12, 2026, from 4:30 – 7:00 p.m. for
one of Lexington’s largest business expos.

LEXPO provides an opportunity for more than 90 businesses to network,
promote their business, and showcase their products and services to both

current shareholders and the general public.

Location
Barr Road Sports Complex

213 Barr Road, Lexington, SC, 29072
Date/Time

February 12, 2026
4:30 p.m - 7:00 p.m.

Admission
General Public Tickets: $2 at the door

Chamber shareholders: FREE
Contact Information

Karen Johnston
Phone: (803) 359-6113



Mission Lexington
Phone: 803-957-6656
Website: https://www.missionlexingtonsc.org

GoodWill - Lexington Location
Phone: 803-356-8680
Website: www.goodwillsc.org

His House
Phone: 803-951-3093
Website:  https://hishousesc.org/thrift-stores

Habit for Humanity ReStore
Phone:803-936-0088
Website:  https://www.habitatcsc.org

Please check to verify what items are
accepted. Page 35

You can donate or find gently used Furniture
from charities below in Lexington County:



Ed,  Jennifer, Brittany,
Annastasia, Jolene, and Michelle 
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